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Welcome to the first edition of the TRUE-COST-CH newsletter!
We're thrilled to launch our very first newsletter — a window into our work uncovering the true

cost of food in Switzerland.

In this edition, discover key findings, upcoming events, and hand-picked resources to dig
deeper. Whether you're closely involved or simply curious, we hope it sparks new ideas and fresh

perspectives!

We’d love your feedback — feel free to reply and share your thoughts. New to the project? Visit

our website to explore our vision and approach.

Enjoy the read!

FOCUS ON

TRUE-COST-CH at the TCA Global Summit

In April, the TRUE-COST-CH team took part
in the True Cost Accounting Global
Summit at the headquarters of the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations in Rome. This event
gathered global leaders to define priority
actions for scaling TCA and accelerating

food systems transformation by 2030.

Our team — Kate Dassesse, Laurence
Jeangros, Agathe Crosnier, and Emilia
Schmitt — contributed to key discussions
on shifting food system narratives, aligning
measurement tools with policy needs, and
centering equity and justice in the transition.



https://summit.tcaaccelerator.org/#about

WHAT’S HAPPENING ?

Glossary

A shared glossary to
support common
understanding

To foster a shared language among all
stakeholders — researchers, practitioners,
policymakers, and beyond — the TRUE-COST-
CH team has developed a TCAF glossary.

Recognizing that key terms often carry
different meanings depending on background
and context, the glossary helps bridge
disciplinary divides, align interpretations, and
support clearer communication across the
project and beyond.

(4 Built through an iterative Delphi process,
the glossary also served as a space
for collaborative knowledge validation. The
method — which tracked how participants’
perspectives evolved over time — will be
featured in a forthcoming publication. Stay

tuned!
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LACHAREAVANT

Podcast : “Le codlt réel
de 'alimentation !”

Dominique Barjolle and Emilia Schmitt,
principal investigator and scientific coordinator
of the TRUE-COST-CH project, were invited by
Edouard Sory and Olivier Duchéne to speak on

their podcast La charrue avant les baeufs.

They explored the topic of the true cost of
our food — highlighting the environmental,
health, and social impacts that today’s food
system often fails to reflect in prices, but
deserve attention  and

which greater

integration.

better

understand the levers for building a more

A must-listen episode to

sustainable, fair, and transparent food

system.


https://truecostoffood.ch/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/TRUE-COST-CH_Glossary_v1.1.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/fr/podcast/18-syst�me-alimentaire-subir-ou-gouverner-le-changement/id1536543033?i=1000695787176
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6G02rd4uxj3GAEqhDW8uOE
https://www.deezer.com/fr/show/1874152

SHAPE THE PROJECT WITH US

Call for participants
Implementation Atelier
for the 2nd Swiss Food
System Summit

4 - 6 November 2025

Culinarium Alpinum

More info:

Call for participants
Survey - Potato & Egg
Value chain actors

Interested in contributing ?

Contact us at , we'd
be happy to provide more info or involve

you in the project !

Are you working to transform our food
system? Join the Implementation
Atelier — a key milestone toward the 2nd
Swiss Food System Summit, organized
by SDSN Switzerland and with a True Cost

parallel session.

This unique event will bring together
thinkers, value chain actors, and decision-
makers to scale impactful solutions, co-
develop new ones, and shape the

Summit’s agenda collaboratively.

With innovative collaboration formats, it's
a great opportunity to strengthen your

network and drive change together.

Are you active in the potato or egg value
chain — or know someone who is? We’re
running a short survey to explore
stakeholders’ perceptions of sustainability
challenges, the potential of True Cost
Accounting (TCA), and the role
of innovation in creating sustainable value.

The questionnaire investigates how these
aspects are understood in practice, and
how coordination and impact
measurement along the value chain could

be improved.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Hosted by our Consortium Institutions


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=f6m_ssKKLUyj7qwGLy80H6JfzfGnkHpPi-R8M_ya9cBUQzBSM0QwSEtGUklGQzFDQjBOSzZKWVdJNy4u

Showcase - E4S’
Impact Innovation
Summit 2025

Organized by Enterprise for Society (E4S),
the summit brings together academia,
business, NGOs, policymakers, and civil
society to explore practical ideas for
reshaping economies toward collective
wellbeing. This year’s theme, “Innovating
for the Wellbeing of Humans and
Ecosystems,” calls for rethinking innovation
to serve both people and planet — through
high-level keynotes (incl. Jean-Marc
Jancovici and Maria Neira), a solutions
exhibition, and thematic workshops.

Our project partner Beelong will also take
part in the event as an invited contributor!

10 September 2025 - Lausanne

Register here

Forum Origin, Diversity
& Territories (ODT)
2025

Organized by Origin for Sustainability,
the Centre Interdisciplinaire de
Recherche sur la Montagne (CIRM), and
MountMed Institute, this three-day
scientific forum will explore the role of
origin-linked labels (such as Geographical
Indications), sustainable agropastoral
practices, and territorial approaches in
driving the agroecological transition in

mountain regions.

12-14 November 2025 - Bramois



https://e4s.center/showcase/#:~:text=Showcase%20is%20back%20on%20September%2010th%2C%202025%20for%20its%206th%20edition!&text=Showcase%20is%20E4S'%20impact%20innovation,the%20people%20and%20the%20planet.

Register here

Swiss Nutrition
Research Symposium
2025

Organized by the Swiss Research Network
- Healthy Nutrition and the Geneva
School of Health Sciences, this one-day
symposium  brings together leading
researchers and practitioners to exchange
insights on the latest findings in nutrition
and their practical applications.

Among the highlights : a contribution from
our team on barriers and facilitators of
healthy and sustainable eating, illustrated
through the True Cost Accounting for
Food case study.

13 November 2025 - Geneva

Register here

TO EXPLORE

FiBL

Hidden costs of the Swiss Agrifood
System

Case study for the State of Food and Agriculture
Report of the FAO - SOFA 2024

Hidden Costs of the
Swiss Agrifood
System: A Case Study
for FAO’s SOFA 2024

Commissioned by the Swiss Federal Office
for Agriculture and authored by FiBL, this
new report estimates the hidden annual
costs of the Swiss food system and their
distribution across key impact categories. It
highlights strong interlinkages between
these categories, warns of potential cost
shifts abroad, and identifies key levers for


https://origin-for-sustainability.org/page-daccueil/calendrier-devenements/forum-odt-2025/
https://www.hesge.ch/heds/la-heds/evenements/2nd-swiss-nutrition-research-symposium

Kevin De Luca, Adrian Muller
March 5, 2025

Interim Report |
Literature Analysis of True Cost
Accounting Methodologies and

Databases for Agri-food Businesses and
Products

June 2025

Authors: Giltag Cinar, Carmen Steinmetz, Olivia Riemer

(TMG)
—s

action such as dietary change and food
waste reduction.

Read the full report

Swiss Nutrition
Strategy 2025-2032:
For a Healthier and
More Sustainable Food
System

Published in April 2025, the new federal
nutrition strategy aims to tackle non-
communicable diseases and
environmental pressures through better
food education, healthier food

environments, and reduced food waste.

Read the full report

Thanks for reading. We hope it has sparked your thinking and we look forward to reconnecting

with you in the next issue !
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https://backend.blw.admin.ch/fileservice/sdweb-docs-prod-blwch-files/files/2025/03/07/ce551602-4f57-4e84-b892-e31821d8af08.pdf
https://www.news.admin.ch/fr/nsb?id=104388
https://www.tmg-thinktank.com/publications/true-cost-accounting-methodologies-and-databases-for-agri-food-businesses
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